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SHERMAN'S MARCHING ORDERS

)HN SHERMAN DOESN'T FRET ABOUT HIS OWN

bills. A self-made real estate developer who

retired 25 years ago, he is comfortably well
off and can handle a rate increase here and a
tax hike there. “The people who are affected by
taxes are low- and middle-income Atlantans, not
people like me,” he says. “You don't get a rise
out of the neighbors in my Buckhead condo if you
bring up property taxes in the elevator

But Sherman obsesses over Atlanta’s tax bills
and as head of the Fulton County Taxpayers
Association (FCTA) he routinely scrutinizes City of
Atlanta and Fulton County budgets. Toward the
end of this month, expect to see the ener
getic octogenarian grabbing plenty
screen time on local newscasts as Ful
ton County mails out property tax
reassessments to some 230,000
homeowners. The FCTA already has
yrganized seminars to help residents
protest their reassessments
Until Sherman took its helm in 1999, FCTA was

largely viewed as a group driven by political and
cultural issues more than cost savings, represent-
ing a rift between Atlanta proper and its northern
'n_\.:_i__"'.'LJ[_)r.'p -s\_.lr,'h as Scr‘-dy 5:'Jr-r:gs But f}i‘[?r’n(m
has boosted FCTA's membership roster to
29,000 [nearly 80 percent are city residents)
and enlisted he‘:uv)-' hitters SU(_'H as Robert Forre
stal, past president of the Atlanta Federal Reserve

Bank, and Glen Robinson, founder of Scientific

Atlanta, to its board. The organization has moved
from a react onary role to a proactive stance. In
the wake of Atlanta’s sewer crisis, FCTA drafted a
comprehensive plan cutting costs through
privatization and then lobbied politicians, both
local and state

Sherman's passion for civic penury was prompt-

ed by his tenure in the early eighties as mayor of

Bal Hart the wealthy Miami outpost. The sto-
lity appealed to FCTA,

) now gets plenty of attention from

people i 1 places. A recent FCTA seminar on

privatization was attended b}_.-' new Fulton County

Commission Chairwoman Karen Hande|,

senior staffers from Mayor Shirley

Franklin’s administration, and a ;)(1550|
of city council members

Sherman’s indefatigable pestering

of politicians keeps the question of tax

bills center stage. The stakes are critical:

after years of declin ng population, Atlanta

has seen an influx of new residents. If this year's

p, Sherman warns, that

l-heeled Atl s might start

g with their feet” and leave for cheaper pas-

tures. Case in point: The new sewer and water

rates have :l.I:_f_!t_! Sherman’s own condo associo-

individual meters rather than simply

And if that doesn’t spark a little ele
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